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DUSTING’ AND DRYMOPPING. ~ 


IKE every other occupation or profession, library work has its ied 
teresting but necessary chores, those dull mechanics, tedious to perf 

which make the operation as a whole function smoothly dnd succe fi 
Let us say that cataloging and classification are the dusting and drymoppi 
while providing story hours for children, or service to shut-ins, or gi¥ 
book talks are the cooking-for-company or flower arranging. We approach 
latter with a sense of creativity and the knowledge that we are giving p 
sure or help to others. And yet, who enjoys being invited to a meal y 
the hostess is flurried with last-minute preparations and the silver is ain 
Nor does the loveliest flower arrangement enhance a room full of dusty ful 
ture and unwashed windows. So the librarian learns the techniques 
mechanics of the card catalog and finds that the time spent on the “chor 
is more than made up by that saved when patrons can look up books wil 
out help, that it is easier to use the catalog than to depend on faulty memé 
We dare say that any librarian whose library has been classified and cal 
loged six months wonders how that library ever functioned before. 
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“OPEN SESAME” 


by MRS. JANE B. HOBSON 
Executive Secretary 
Vermont Free Public Library Service 


HE card catalog in the public library can open up all the treasures of 

information, recreation and inspiration to be found in the books there. 
A card catalog with author, title and subject cards is like a magic word or 
the key to a locked treasure chest. Without a card catalog the treasures can- 
not be located and used by those who need and want them. 

An adequate card catalog can be planned and prepared only by a person 
who knows the interests and needs of the people who use the library and 
also has the necessary professional knowledge and skill. In many small libra- 
ries the librarian has never had the time or training necessary for this. When 
additional funds were available in Vermont to strengthen library services in 
small communities, card catalogs were given early consideration. 

In all parts of the state librarians and library trustees requested cata- 
log help. A plan was established. The librarian and trustees provided the 
typing help needed. In some communities, these were paid typists and in 
others volunteers. 

The state agency provided a professional staff member who planned 
the work and instructed the workers. She was responsible for the professional 
part of the work, determining subject headings and Dewey Decimal classi- 
fication numbers. Constant guidance and supervision resulted in accurate 
work and gave the workers the satisfaction of knowing their work was im- 
portant. The librarian helped with the revision of all work. In this way she 
became familiar with the entire process of classification, cataloging and pre- 
paration of books for circulation. The catalog cards were arranged and filed 
with continual instruction and supervision as needed. 

The people in one community became interested and enthusiastic when 
they found out what was being done. They put on a community supper to 
raise money to pay a typist for the project. In several communities there 
was interesting information about the library and the project in the local 
newspaper. In most communities an “Open House” was held when the pro- 
ject was completed. This brought people to the library and provided an 
opportunity for them to use the card catalog and find books they wanted. 

One of the most important services given by the catalog in a small 
library is that given by the subject headings when these have been deter- 
mined to meet the interests and needs of the individuals in the community. 
Adequate subject headings can make available information found in a section 











of a book when the title does not give any indication of the subjects covered 
in the book. 

In every community where an adequate card catalog is now available 
the librarian continually expresses appreciation and tells of the improved 
services she is able to give to the people of her community. A new or up-dated 


adequate card catalog is opening up varied and important treasures for 
people of Vermont. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The N.H. State Library performs this same service 


for N.H. libraries. Professional help is available to any librarian applying 
for it. 








Some Vermont libraries where cataloguing projects have been done: left to right— 
top, Vermont Agricultural and Technical Institute; North Thetford Public Library; 
bottom, Pittsford Public Library, Plainfield Public Library. 
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WHY CATALOG OR CLASSIFY? 
by WILLIAM S. HOPKINS 


Extension Librarian 
Concord Branch, N.H. State Library 


S the impact of the Space Age hits our small New England towns, 
bringing new ideas, new products and new industries, townspeople, 

young and old, seek information to keep pace with ideological and technical 
advances. People are turning more and more to the library as a source of 
information rather than a place to browse. Books, more than any other form 
of information, give them knowledge. Most of our public libraries are meet- 
ing the challenge and providing up-to-date factual library materials for both 
youth and adult. 

Yet these materials are useless without efficient and orderly organization. 
To shelve fiction alphabetically by author may be sufficient, but to shelve 
non-fiction in such manner is comparable to locking up the books and saying 
to the public, “We don’t want you to USE our books.” Books shelved by 
author, by order of acquisition, or by some private scheme of the librarian 
are no help to Mr. Jones, who owns a small electronics company, or Johnny 
Smith, a high school junior who is studying the government of Ghana. 

Cataloging and classification provide techniques for locating the right 
book quickly. Classification brings together on the shelf books on the same 
and related subjects. Cataloging describes every book by author, title and 
subject. Classification is the first step in sorting books into categories. It is 
almost automatic to separate the children’s books from the adult, fact from 
fiction; this is the most elementary form of classification. It is a start in 
making the patron feel at home in the library and increasing his self-confi- 
dence in finding books on his own. 


Classification 


The widely used Dewey Decimal Classification System was devised by 
Melvil Dewey in the 19th century to provide an orderly arrangement of 
library materials by subject. He divided all knowledge into a logical system, 
proceeding from general knowledge to the more specific. There encyclopedias, 
which are general, are at the beginning of his classification, followed by all 
the various fields of knowledge, ending with history. The unique feature of 
this system is a numbering device. Each broad category is given a series of 
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numbers; general knowledge 000-099, science 500-599, history 900-999, J, 
each sub-section books are arranged alphabetically by author, as you would 
expect. 

Other methods have been devised, but the Dewey Decimal System js 
practical for both small and large library, and provides uniformity among 
libraries, so that the library user away from home base readily feels ac. 
quainted with an unfamiliar library. 


Cataloging 


Good books are usually in use, and looking for them on the shelves may 
be misleading. Our hypothetical junior in high school wants to know what 
books the library has on Africa, or the electronics manufacturer wants infor- 
mation on diode application. For such patrons a catalog is the answer. 

The catalog lists on cards every book in the library. Each card contains 
a description of the book which distinguishes it from all others. The diction- 
ary catalog lists each book by author, by title, and, where appropriate, by 
subject. These cards are the key to the library for through them one can 
find all the books a library owns by a certain author, a particular book 
with a distinctive title, or books on a special subject. The classification num- 
ber on each card leads the borrower to the books on the shelves. 


Subject Headings 


Another phase of cataloging is the assignment of subject headings. This 
technique provides a direct link between the reader with a definite subject 
requirement and the books themselves. In the case of our mythical Mr. 


Jones, the electronics engineer, who wishes information on diodes, he will | 


look in the catalog for a book on electronics whose index readily leads him 
to a chapter on the subject. However, subject cards need not be limited to 
non-fiction material exclusively. Works of fiction are often sought not by 
author or title but also by subject. For example, Mrs. Baker, a local high 
school teacher has made an assignment involving the reading of novels on 








foreign countries in connection with a unit in social studies. A brief search : 
in the catalog reveals that Michener’s HAWAII is a work of fiction having 


to do with the Islands. Or perhaps one of the elderly men patrons is inte- 
rested in naval history and through subject cards the librarian suggests some 
of C.S. Forester’s works. 

If you expect the collection to serve a reference function, a catalog 
with author and title cards will provide a business-like approach to the books 


a library owns, and subject cards will lead a patron to “just the book I was 
looking for.” 
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CATALOGING FOR THE SMALL LIBRARY 


by ESTHER M. SWIFT 
Regional Librarian 

Free Public Library Service 
Montpelier, Vermont 


library is a storehouse for wisdom and knowledge. Yet, if it is to be 

more than a place to shelve books, the information must be readily 
available. The library’s card catalog is the key to this storehouse. Through 
the catalog both the reader and the librarian can find a particular title, the 
books by a specific author, the books on any given subject, and where all 
the books are to be found in the library. 

All libraries are not uniform in their cataloging procedures, but each 
library should be uniform within itself. The following simplified rules for 
cataloging have been found satisfactory and adequate for the small public 
library. At the end of the article is a short list of books giving more detailed 
rules for the larger library. 

A classification number and a subject heading must be determined for 
each book of non-fiction before the catalog cards can be made. DEWEY 
DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION should be used for the classification num- 
bers and SEARS LIST OF SUBJECT HEADINGS for the appropriate sub- 
ject heading. Classification numbers for specific new books may also be 
found in BOOK REVIEW DIGEST (monthly except February and July), 
BOOKLIST (bi-monthly except August.), AMERICAN BOOK PUBLISH- 
ING RECORD (monthly), PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, THE BULLETIN 
of the Vermont Free Public Library Service, and NORTH COUNTRY 
LIBRARIES. 

The card catalog will contain for each book in the library: an author 
card, a title card, and a subject card (if it is a book of non-fiction). With 
these three kinds of cards in the catalog, any given book can be located by 
author, title or subject. Catalog cards should be 3 by 5 inches in size, plain 
white, unruled and punched. Cards should be typewritten for uniformity. 


Author Card 


Since the author card is basic, it should be made first. The spacing and 
the indention of the typing on this author card will also be used for all 
other cards. The typing should begin on the fourth line down from the top. 
The classification number for the book begins at the second space from the 
left edge of the card. The author’s name is typed on this same line and begins 
at the tenth space from the left edge. The author’s last name is written first, 
followed by a comma, then by the first name and the middle initial. The 
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Shelf List Card 


Subject Card 











title of the book begins under the fourth letter of the author’s name and is 
given in the same form as the title on the title page of the book. Only the 
first word of the title is capitalized except for proper nouns. If the title be- 
gins with the word a, an or the it may be omitted, for these words will 
be disregarded in filing the cards. A period is placed after the last word of 
the title. At the fourth space after the end of the title is written the publisher, 
a comma, and the date, then a period. The date will be found on the title 
page of the book. If no date appears there, the copyright date may be used, 
found on the back of the title page. If the copyright date is used a c is placed 
before it. (For example: c1960) 

The title card begins as an exact duplicate of the author card. The title 
is added above the author’s name, again beginning at the fourth space of 
the author’s last name. 


Subject Card 


The subject card also uses the author card as its basis. The subject 
heading is typed above the author’s name in just the same way that the title 
was for the title card. The subject heading begins at the fourth space of the 
author’s last name. To make the subject heading clearly identifiable it should 
be typed either all in capital letters or in red. 

Books of fiction usually do not need to have a subject card. If this is 
the case, only an author and a title card will need to be made. In some in- 
stances, such as historical fiction, a subject card might be of value in a parti- 
cular library, and it may be made. 

The three kinds of catalog cards (author, title and subject) should all 
be arranged in one alphabet by the top line of each card. 


The Tracing 


In order to have a record of all the cards in the card catalog for each 
book, they must be listed on the author card. This information is called the 
tracing and is typed on the lower left of the front of the author card. In the 
tracing ¢ is used to signify that a title card has been made for the book. 
Each subject heading used for the particular book is also included in the 
tracing on the front of the author card. If the last copy of any book is re- 
moved from the library, the tracing on the author card makes sure that all 
the cards for that book have been removed from the catalog. 


Shelf List 


In addition to the catalog cards, a shelf list card should be made for 
each book. The shelf list is the library’s official record of the books in the li- 
brary. The shelf list cards are arranged by classification number just the same 


7 








as the books on the shelves. The shelf list card is made the same as the author 
card. To this card may be added the following information: accession num. 
ber, date purchased, from whom purchased, and price. A very simple method 
of accessioning is to use the year, a dash and successive numbers. For ex. 
ample: the first book bought in 1960 would have the number 60-1. Each 
book would be successively 60-2, 60-3, 60-4, etc. until the end of that year. 
The following year numbering would begin 61-1, 61-2, 61-3, etc. This method 
also gives a simple and reliable way of determining the number of books 
added to the library in any given year. 

The shelf list provides a simple and accurate record of the books in the 
library. The card catalog makes the information in the library available by 
author, title or subject. Following these simple rules, any librarian, trustee 
or interested assistant can make a practical and accurate catalog of the 
library. With the card catalog as the key, the contents of this storehouse of 
knowledge become available to all. 


CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION TOOLS 
Akers, Susan. SEMPLE LIBRARY CATALOGING. 4th ed. 1954. A.L.A. $5.00. 
Johnson, Margaret and Dorothy Cook. MANUAL OF CATALOGING AND CLASSI. 
FICATION FOR SMALL SCHOOL AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 4th ed. 1950, 
Wilson, $.90. 


DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION AND RELATIVE INDEX. 8th ed. abridged. 
Wilson, $6.50. 


SEARS LIST OF SUBJECT HEADINGS. 8th ed. 1959. Wilson. $5.00. 





NOTABLE BOOKS OF 1960 


Selected by the ALA 


ADULT BOOKS American Heritage, Ed. PICTURE HIS- 


TORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. Double- 





Adams, Ansel E. and Newhall, Nancy. 
THIS IS THE AMERICAN EARTH. 
Sierra Club (distr. Knopf). 


The rhythmic prose and peerless photo- 
graphs are an outstanding contribution to 
the cause of conserving our national scenic 
resources. 


Adamson, Joy. BORN FREE. Pantheon. 


Elsa, orphaned lion cub, was raised as a 
pet, then re-educated to return to the 
African jungle. 


day. 


Lucid prose plus fine pictures and maps 
make this outstanding. 


Asimov, Isaac. THE INTELLIGENT 
MAN’S GUIDE TO SCIENCE. 2 v. 
Basic Books. 


Well-proportioned survey, which moves 
from history to the newest discoveries. 


Baruch, Bernard M. 
YEARS. Holt. 
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Further memories of the financier, phil- 
anthropist and adviser to presidents, cov- 
ering almost fifty years in public affairs. 


Bates, Marston. THE FOREST AND THE 
SEA. Random. 


Of the interdependence of man and nature, 
by a scientist who is also a wise philosopher. 


Berckelaers, Ferdinand L. SCULPTURE 
OF THIS CENTURY. Braziller. 


An illustrated survey from Rodin to the 
present. 


Berenson, Bernard. THE PASSIONATE 
SIGHTSEER. Simon. 


Sensitive and informed observations from 
diaries of the noted art critic on a postwar 
trip through Italy. 


Blake, Peter. THE MASTER BUILDERS. 
Knopf. 


The story of modern architecture told 
through the lives and works of Le Cor- 
busier, Mies van der Rohe, and Frank 
Lloyd Wright. 


Bowen, Elizabeth. A TIME IN ROME. 
Knopf. 


An observant writer’s reactions to the city 
and its history. 


Brown, Robert M. and Weigel, Gustave. 
An AMERICAN DIALOGUE. Double- 
day. 


“A Protestant looks at Catholicism and a 
Catholic looks at Protestantism’”—a salu- 
tary exchange. 


Catton, Bruce. GRANT MOVES SOUTH. 


Little, Brown. 


Emergence of Grant as a great military 
leader. 


Copland, Aaron. COPLAND ON MUSIC. 


Doubleday. 


Occasional pieces covering thirty years. 


Cousins, Norman. DR. SCHWEITZER OF 
LAMBARENE. Harper. 


An intimate view into the work and spirit 
of the renowned humanitarian, including 
his attitude toward atomic war. 


Durrell, Lawrence. CLEA. Dutton. 


Final volume of the “Alexandria Quartet,” 
exploring with discerning insight man’s 
quest for life’s meaning. 


Eiseley, Loren C. THE FIRMAMENT OF 
TIME. Atheneum. 


How man can comprehend himself as a 
part of nature and a product of evolution. 


Frankfurter, Felix. FELIX  FRANK- 
FURTER REMINISCES. Reynal. 


Candidly expressed opinions on a_ wide 
variety of topics. 


Gombrich, E. H. J. ART AND ILLUSION. 
Pantheon. 


The relation between art and the viewer, 
presented with wit and richly illustrated. 


Graves, John. GOODBYE TO A RIVER. 
Knopf. 


Contemplative journey down the Brazos 
river. 


Grout, Donald J. HISTORY OF WEST- 
ERN MUSIC. Norton. 


A well-written, comprehensive account. 


Heilbroner, Robert L. THE FUTURE AS 
HISTORY. Harper. 


Provocative discussion of the forces which 
are shaping our future. 


Hersey, John. THE CHILD BUYER. 


Knopf. 








An attempt to purchase a 10 year-old boy- 
genius for exploitation, cast in the form of 
Senate hearings. 


Kahn, Herman. ON THERMONUCLEAR 
WAR. Princeton Univ. Pr. 


Important discussion of the prospect of a 
nuclear war and the methods of escaping 
total destruction. 


Knowles, John. A SEPARATE PEACE. 
Macmillan. 


Quiet, perceptive study of the fatal rela- 
tionship between two adolescents. 


Kobler, John. THE RELUCTANT SUR- 
GEON; A Biography of John Hunter. 
Doubleday. 


An illuminating portrait of the Scottish 
farm boy and founder of scientific surgery 
against a background of 18th century Lon- 
don. 


di Lampedusa, Giuseppe. THE LEOPARD. 
Pantheon. 


Urbane portrayal of the dissolution of a 
19th century aristocratic Sicilian family. 


Lee, Harper. TO KILL A MOCKING- 
BIRD. Lippincott. 


A young girl’s growth in tolerance and un- 
derstanding in an Alabama town of the 
1930's. 


Lewis, C. S. THE FOUR LOVES. Har- 
court. 


Philosophical discussion of the varieties of 

human love. 

McGinley, Phyllis. TIMES THREE. Vi- 
king. 

A delightful collection of deft light verse 

on an infinite variety of subjects. 

Mauriac, Francois. THE SON OF MAN. 
World. 


A moving meditation on Christ’s identifica- 
tion with the suffering of modern man. 
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Morison, Elting Elmore. TURMOIL Any 
TRADITION: a Study of the Life an | 
Times of Henry L. Stimson. Houghton, | 

An excellent appraisal of an outstanding 7 

statesman. 4 


Elizabeth. THOMAS WOLFE, } 


Nowell, 
Doubleday. 
This penetrating biography by Wolfe; 


literary agent is an outstanding contriby. 
tion to literary history. 


Pope-Hennessy, James. QUEEN MARY: 
1867-1953. Knopf. ) 


A fitting portrait of a regal lady, wel. | 
documented and very readable. 


Priestley, John B. LITERATURE AND > 
WESTERN MAN. Harper. < 


A panorama of authors and their works , 
during 500 years. 


Read, Conyers. LORD BURGHLEY AND | 
QUEEN ELIZABETH. Knopf. 


The second and concluding volume of the | 
political biography of William Cecil; care- | 
ful and exacting, based on manuscript | 
sources. 





Rostow, Walt W. STAGES OF ECO. | 
NOMIC GROWTH. Cambridge Univ. § 
Pr. : 


Controversial theory, stated with convic- 
tion. 





Schlesinger, Jr., Arthur M. THE POLITICS © 
OF UPHEAVAL. Houghton. 3 


Completes the analysis of Roosevelt’s first 

term. 

Schwarz-Bart, Andre. THE LAST OF THE ~ 
JUST. Atheneum. 

An eloquent, enduring testament to Jewish 


persecution through the ages. 


Sergeant, Elizabeth S. ROBERT FROST; 
the Trial by Existence. Holt. 











E: 
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L AND : An affectionate, sensitive biography, en- TURES AND THE SCIENTIFIC REV- 
-ife anj | riched by numerous quotations and parts OLUTION. Cambridge Univ. Pr. 


ighton, | ' dale ; 
a — A discussion of how the lack of communi- 


standin 7 : cation between literary and scientific lead- 
cE Shapiro, Karl J. IN DEFENSE OF IG- 4... endangers society. 


NORANCE. Random. 


/OLFE. ; A plea for the average reader to give Teale, Edwin W. JOURNEY INTO SUM- 
poetry a hearing. MER. Dodd. 


Woltes F Exploration from New Hampshire to the 


Ntriby. | —Shirer, William L. THE RISE AND FALL Rocki 
' OF THE THIRD REICH. Simon and ‘OS: 
Schuster. 
TARY: | ee : F Thelen, Herbert A. EDUCATION AND 
Revealing inside picture of a dark period THE HUMAN QUEST. Harper. 
of history. 
Well. A bold program of action to raise educa- 
Snow, Sir Charles P. THE AFFAIR. Scrib- tion above mere problem solving. 
ner. 








AND | Supposition of a scientific fraud has an Williams, Vinnie. WALK EGYPT. Viking. 
explosive effect on an English university. Vital story of a strong-willed woman, told 

works in the distinctive rich speech of her Georgia 

Snow, Sir Charles P. THE TWO CUL- | hills. 

AND | 

f the : 

care. | 

script | 
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Members of the Extension Division of the New Hampshire State Library at a recent 
department meeting to consider plans for the coming year. Left to right: Ralph Riley, 
Extension Librarian Littleton Branch Office; Miss Mary E. Kelley, Extension Librarian 


ish 
a Keene Branch Office; Mrs. Mildred P. McKay, State Librarian; Emil W. Allen, Jr., 
% Assistant State Librarian; Mrs. Rachel Sanborn, Extension Librarian Exeter Branch 
T; : Office; Mrs. Margery S. Hopkins, Public Library Consultant; and William S. Hopkins, 
BS Extension Librarian Concord Office. 
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Highlight of National Library Week was a luncheon in Concord on April | 
20 with GOVERNOR WESLEY POWELL presenting a $1,000 DOROTHY | 
CANFIELD FISHER AWARD, donated by the Book-of-the-Month Club, q 
to the GRAFTON LIBRARY COOPERATIVE. This group includes th | 
libraries in LYME, ORFORD, ORFORDVILLE, PIERMONT, HAVER. 
HILL, and WOODSVILLE. Mrs Elizabeth Yates McGreal of Peterborough, 
author of Mrs. Fisher’s biography, PEBBLE IN THE POOL, presented her 
complete collection of books and articles by Mrs. Fisher to the N.H. State 
Library in honor of the occasion. Principal speaker was Alfred C. Fuller, 4 
author of A FOOT IN THE DOOR. Toastmaster was Herbert Kimball, | 
National Library Week Chairman..... 

A course in “Story-Telling for Libraries” is being given in two locations E 
this spring. Conducted by MISS SIRI ANDREWS, retired librarian of Con. } 














Guests of the Goffstown Public Library recently were these youngsters from the 
Goffstown Kindergarten, and they enjoyed every minute of it. Mrs. Allen Brown, standing 
at left, was hostess for the occasion, while teachers Mrs. Robert Rausch and Mrs. William 
Parkinson looked on.—(Goffstown News Photo). 
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cord Public Library, the course consists of four morning sessions. Partici- 
pating in the Laconia group are representatives from libraries in BARN- 
STEAD, BRISTOL, CANTERBURY, FRANKLIN, GILFORD, LACO- 
NIA, NEW HAMPTON, PLYMOUTH, and LEBANON. Participating in 
the Manchester group are representatives from libraries in ATKINSON, 
CONTOOCOOK, GREENVILLE, HENNIKER, MANCHESTER, NEW 
IPSWICH, PELHAM, SALEM, and MARLBORO..... 

Scholarships to attend the U.N.H. Summer Session in Public Library 
Techniques have been awarded by the N.H. Federation of Women’s Clubs 
to the following: Miss Barbara Nims, Assistant Librarian PLYMOUTH 
Public Library; Mrs. Kathleen Taylor, Librarian GILFORD Public Library; 
Mrs. Kathryn Groves, Librarian Daland Memorial Library, MONT VER- 
NON: Miss Sylvia Fletcher, Librarian HINSDALE Public Library; Mrs. 
Rebecca Fowler, Librarian Elkins Public Library, CANTERBURY; Mrs. 
Dorothy Vickery, Librarian GOFFSTOWN Public Library; and Mrs. Doro- 
thy McGray, Assistant Librarian Richards Free Library, NEWPORT. 








The six New England State Library agencies are now cooperatively engaged in 
producing a color, sound, motion picture designed to portray good library service. Twenty 
minutes in length, the film is intended to be shown to the general public in order to 
stimulate their interest and support in improving public library service. Portions of the 
movie were recently filmed in Vermont and New Hampshire. Shown here is cameraman 
Robert Kimball of Exeter (N.H.) “shooting” some young readers at the Concord (N.H.) 
Public Library. The complete film should be available in the fall—(Finney Photo). 
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LIBRARIES 


The Martha Canfield Library in ARLINGTON has received a gift from 
the Canfield family in memory of James A. Canfield, to furnish a new child- 
ren’s room making more room for other library services. All the people in 
Arlington, especially the children and young people, will appreciate this gift. 


The trustees of the BENNINGTON Free Library accepted with regret 
the resignation of Miss Frances Carman, effective June 1st. During the four 
and a half years Miss Carman has been head librarian she has performed 
notable work in reorganizing and improving library services. She is now 


President of the VLA and has been an outstanding worker in this professional 
organization. 


In observance of 4-H Week at the BRANDON Free Public Library 
Miss Beverly Jones of Forest Dale arranged a display including pictures of 
Indians in their homes and activities, plus colored plates of both familiar 
and exotic flora and fauna. Exhibited were only a few of the pictures and 
plates available for interested individuals and study groups. 


The BRATTLEBORO Free Library unearthed a treasure when Alvin 
F. Gamage, the librarian, and the trustees during house-cleaning discovered 
a handsome leather-bound book, a war record of members of Sedgwick Post 
of Brattleboro, G.A.R., who came from Vermont, New Hampshire and Mas- 
sachusetts. This book, giving a very complete service record of each individ- 
ual, will be on display during this Civil War’ Centennial year. 


Miss Julia Wheelock of the Brattleboro Regional Library spoke to the 
Fortnightly Club of PUTNEY on Vermont libraries, tracing their history 
from the beginning in 1791 and including the development of the Bookmobile 
service from its inception in 1922. 


Mrs. Alvin Day is conducting a pre-school story hour at the Ainsworth 
Public Library in WILLIAMSTOWN on Saturday mornings. 


Woman’s Clubs and other groups recently presenting library and book 
programs are: BARRE, BARRE TOWN, BRADFORD, CANAAN, HARD- 
WICK, MONTPELIER, NORTH THETFORD, ROCHESTER, and 
WEST FAIRLEE. 
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Loans for Public Library Construction 


Under the Public Facility Loans Program (Community Facilities Ad- 
ministration of the Housing and Home Finance Agency), long-term loans 
are available to assist in financing of needed public works projects. Public 
libraries are considered eligible for such loans. 

Form CFA-700 (dated 2-10-61), issued by the Community Facilities 
Administration, summarizes Title II of Public Law 345, 84th Congress, As 
Amended. Inquiries should be forwarded to the regional office of the HHFA 
and not to Washington, D.C. The Regional Office in this area is Federal 
Housing and Home Finance Agency, 346 Broadway, Room 906, New York 
13, New York. Prior consideration will be given to projects for which assur- 
ance can be given of an early start of construction. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small 
libraries in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published 
within the last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 
venience. 

*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 





ADULT FICTION ity and beauty of this prose continues her 
masterful writing for which she has been 
by honored since her first book, SEVEN 
Book Reviewing Staff GOTHIC TALES. Will be enjoyed and 
Vermont Free Pubic Library Service treasured by many and especially by those 
Mrs. JANE B. Hosson interested in Africa and outstanding writ- 
Mrs. ANNE P. LIBBEY ing today. J.B.H. 
Mrs. RutH H. PAQUETTE 

Mr. Leste H. Surrn *Godden, Jon. A WINTER'S TALE. 

Mrs. EstTHER M. SwIirt Knopf, $3.95. 


Dinesen, Isak. SHADOWS ON THE During a snow-bound week in author 
GRASS. Random, $3.75. Jerome Holt’s country retreat, the jealousy 
of his beautiful and devoted Alsatian, Syl- 

Four more stories by Baroness Karen vie, toward a young actress who has forced 
Blixen of Rungstedlund, widely acclaimed: her way into their lives becomes so power- 
in this country and her native Denmark for ful that she reverts to her wild state. 
distinguished writing under her nom de  Goaded into biting the actress, Sylvie is 
plume, Isak Dinesen. Based on experiences punished by her adored master. Humiliated 
with people while living in Africa and man- before her human “rival,” she runs away 
aging her coffee plantation. Her great per- and is eventually shot while killing a sheep. 
sonal interest in people and keen powers Called Miss Godden’s best novel “by all 
of observation and understanding make odds,” this is a beautifully told, and truly 
these stories memorable reading. The clar- _ unusual, dog story. R.HP. 
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Keyes, Frances Parkinson. THE CHESS 
PLAYERS. Farrar, $4.95. 


Paul Morphy was descended from two 
wealthy New Orleans Creole families, one 
Spanish and the other French. At ten he 
was a master chess player and before twen- 
ty-one was acclaimed chess champion of 
the world. Yet the only woman he ever 
cared for spurned the love of a “mere chess 
player.” The Civil War found the family, 
loyally Confederate in sympathies, widely 
scattered and Paul in Paris as a secret 
agent for the southern cause. This charm- 
ing historical novel is carefully documented 
and based on the life and career of Paul 


Morphy. E.MS. 
*Lewis, Paul. THE NELSON TOUCH. 
Holt, $4.50. 


The naval career of Horatio, Lord Nelson 
was as meteoric as his love for Lady Em- 
ma Hamilton was tempestuous. This fresh, 
readable and delightful novel tells of their 
love in a dignified and restrained manner, 
but still follows the known facts with ac- 
curacy. Nelson’s step-son, Josiah, provided 
the only happy note in his otherwise un- 
happy marriage. Josiah sailed with his step- 
father as a midshipman and eventually rose 
to the rank of captain. Teenage boys will 
find this part of Nelson’s life of particular 
interest. E.MS. 


Moll, Elicke MEMOIRS OF SPRING. 
Putnam, $3.00. 


A nostalgic book in which the narrator re- 
calls his boyhood days in Brooklyn. Depicts 
the life of a struggling Jewish family with 
a warm sense of humor and a touch of 
tragedy: the race between the ice wagon 
and the fruit wagon horses; the boy’s first 
romance with a lovely Gentile; the contest 
between the roosters; the story of the Suss- 
man triangle, loveable Uncle Ben who sold 
his body to the Institute for Tubercular 
Research for the price of a dinner jacket 
and faithful Aunt Rose who was deter- 
mined to make her nephew a genius. An 
appealing and tender novel by the author 
of the popular SEIDMAN AND SON. 
A.P.L. 
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Reeman, Douglas. SEND A GUNBOAT 
Putnam, $3.75. 


A British Naval officer demoted for acc. P 
dentally damaging a ship is picked for an [ 
evacuation mission off the Red Chin 
Coast. Commanding an outdated flat-bot. 
tomed gunboat with a crew of mixed abil. 
ity, Commander Rolfe forcefully rescues 
the reluctant plantation owner and his fam. 
ily, his staff, and a brother-sister hospital 
team during the height of the island’s in. 
vasion by the Red Chinese. The harrowing 
battle between the gunboat and a Chinese 
cruiser climaxes this story of action, sus- 
pense and redemption. LHS. 


Waltari, Mika. THE SECRET OF THE 
KINGDOM. Putnam, $4.95. 


Marcus Mezentius arrived in Jerusalem just 
in time to witness the Crucifixion. Pro- 
foundly moved by the scene, he set out to 
learn more about the Kingdom of God and 
the teachings of Jesus. In his search for 
truth he talked with Claudia, wife of 
Pilate, the disciples, James and John, Mary 
Magdalene and many others. A_ reverent 
and moving recreation of the months im- 
mediately following the Lord’s death and 
of one man’s search for enlightenment. 
E.MS. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


by 
Mrs. Estuer M. Swirt 
Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Service 
Montpelier, Vermont 


BIOGRAPHY 


Anderson, Leila W. PILGRIM CIRCUIT 
RIDER. Harper, $4.00. 


The author grew up in rural Illinois dur- 
ing the era of the icebox, the woodshed and 
the horse-mounted circuit rider, and early 
felt the call to missionary work. She went 
first into teaching, later became an or- 
dained minister. In 1953 she became the 
first Pilgrim Circuit Rider for the Congre- 
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gational Churches of America. For eight 
years her especially equipped station wagon 
has carried her back and forth across the 
country bringing help, inspiration and guid- 
ance to rural churches. Sparkling with a 
lively sense of humor and a profound de- 
dication to her work. 


+Lengyel, Cornel. I, BENEDICT AR- 
NOLD. Doubleday, $3.95. 


Once acclaimed “The Hanniba! of America” 
and the savior of his country, Arnold be- 
came its arch traitor. The author of FOUR 
DAYS IN JULY has skillfully reconstructed 
the events leading up to Arnold’s attempted 
betrayal of his country. A sad and tragic 
figure is this brilliant man who let one 
fault of character ruin his whole life. Well 
indexed, with a concise table of the major 
events in Arnold’s life. Written with im- 
partial respect for the known facts, and an 
exciting story. 


BOOKS - READING - LIBRARIANSHIP 


Davies, Robertson. A VOICE FROM THE 
ATTIC. Knopf, $4.75. 


In this case “the attic” is Canada and the 
voice comes from one of her most outstand- 
ing writers. Actor, teacher, critic, writer 
and book reviewer, he writes about books 
with a verve and wit seldom found in this 
age. Recommended for anyone who works 
with books or likes to read, and a must for 
those who love good books. 028 


Warman, Edwin G. 2nd VALUE GUIDE 
TO OLD BOOKS. E. G. Warman Pub., 
Uniontown, Pa. $2.00. 


A 60-page list of old, rare and out-of-print 
books. The 4,000 titles listed are mainly 
non-fiction and range in probable value 
from $1.50 to $800. Two additional pages 


list book dealers who buy in _ particular. 


subject areas. Not an exhaustive bibliog- 
raphy but a useful one. 015 
CRAFTS - HOBBIES - SPORTS 


Barbour, Harriet Buxton. MUSIC FOR 
FAMILY FUN. Dutton, $3.95. 








With this book, a little perseverance, and 
almost any musical instrument every home 
can have musical fun. Begins with the 
simplest explanation of reading music and 
concludes with participation in local sym- 
phonic, choral or band music groups. A 15- 
page bibliography and a complete index 
add to its usefulness. 780.13 


Pichierri, Louis. MUSIC IN NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE 1623-1800. Columbia $6. 


A well organized, clearly written history 
and source book. Covers religious and 
secular music, opera, theory, instruction, 
instruments, publications, and the chief 
composer-critics of the times. By quoting 
extensively from contemporary newspapers, 
programs, and advertisements the author 
captures the atmosphere of the period just 
before and after the Revolution when music 
had established itself as an important cul- 
tural feature, especially in the colonial capi- 
tal of Portsmouth. A scholarly work with 
extensive bibliography which should have 
a permanent place on New Hampshire li- 
brary shelves. 780.97 
(This review by Paul K. Goode, Ref. Libn., 
N.H. State Library.) 


*Durant, John. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
OLYMPICS. Hastings, $3.95. 


Liberally illustrated with photographs and 
written by a former star athlete, this will 
delight the sports fan. After a brief history 
of the ancient Olympics, the book is devoted 
to the Games since their revival in 1896. 
Gives particular attention to individual 
stars in each sport. Tables list the official 
winners and statistics for each competition 
every year, including the 1960 winter games. 
Indexed. 796.48 


Johnson, June. THE OUTDOOR-INDOOR 
FUN BOOK. Harper, $3.95. 


“What can we do now?” Who hasn’t been 
asked that question countless times? Par- 
ents, teachers, recreation leaders and _ li- 
brarians can find answers in this book. By 
the author of 838 WAYS TO AMUSE A 
CHILD. Games of all sorts for parties. 





holidays, rainy days and sunny days, many 
fresh and new for they come from other 
countries than our own. There are also the 
old familiar games that we all played and 
have now forgotten. 793 


Mulac, Margaret E. LEISURE FOR LIV- 
ING AND RETIREMENT. Harper, 
$3.95. 


Eventually almost, every one will be faced 
with the problem of what to do with “full 
time leisure.” Already more than 11% of 
our population is over 65. With sound 
good sense and an awareness of the physical 
limitations of increasing age, the author 
discusses the many aspects of retirement and 
leisure time activities. Creative suggestions 
by an expert in the field. Will be of par- 
ticular interest in the small community 
where organized adult activities are limited. 

790 


HISTORY 


*Melady, Thomas. PROFILES OF AFRI- 
CAN LEADERS. Macmillan, $4.95. 


The end of World War II found Africa 
with only four independent states out of a 
total of fifty countries. Over thirty now 
have won freedom. Nine chapters describe 
the outstanding native statesmen: Emperor 
Haile Selassie, Kenya’s Tom Mboya, Nye- 
rere of Tanganyika, Senghor in Senegal, 
Guinea’s Sekou Touré, Kwane Nkrumah 
who led Ghana to independence, and a host 
of others. Five additional chapters give 
concise facts about the history of these 
diverse nations. Concludes with a survey 
of “the road ahead.” Maps, index and a 
timetable of events in the nations’ inde- 
pendence. Unequalled for clear, accurate 
and brief information on Africa today. 
960.3 


*Moorehead, Alan. THE WHITE NILE. 
Harper, $5.95. 


Africa has been an endless source of mys- 
tery and speculation for centuries. As far 
back as 150 A.D. Ptolemy put his theories 
about the head waters of the Nile on a 
map. Looking at it today we find it sub- 
stantially correct. Between 1856 and 1900 
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Livingstone, Stanley, Gordon, 


Kitchener 
and many others discovered the secrets of 


“the dark continent.” The author has jp. 
corporated their many explorations into a 


thrilling and informative story. 962 


Shirer, Wiliam L. THE RISE AND FALL 
OF THE THIRD REICH. S. & §, 
$10.00. 


Never before have the documents of a de. 
feated nation fallen intact into the hands 
of the victor. Tons of captured German 
records have been used in compiling this 
massive volume. Begins with the rise of 
Hitler and the Nazi Party and concludes 
with the complete dissolution of the Third 
Reich. Completely documented and av- 
thentic. A stupendous book and a monv- 
ment of scholarship. 943.086 


*Stars and Stripes. STORY OF WORLD 
WAR IIT. McKay, $5.95. 


Born during the Civil War and revived dur- 
ing World War I, STARS AND STRIPES 
did much to keep G.I. morale high once 
more in World War II. In this collection 
is much of the best from the nearly 6,000 
different editions printed wherever there 
were American troops. Will be in demand. 
by the men who served in the war and 
their sons who want to know what it was 
all about. 940.53 


NATURAL SCIENCES 


*Durrell, Gerald. A ZOO IN MY LUG- 
GAGE. Viking, $3.95. 


Having spent years collecting for other 
people, the author decided to collect for 
himself. Back in Africa, scene of his earlier 
books, he renewed old friendships and 
located hunters from previous trips. He 
brought back to England a large collection 
of many rare and unusual species. After 
many months of futile effort he finally 
located a site for his zoo. Lively, enter- 
taining and humorous. 579.6 


*Maxwell, Gavine RING OF BRIGHT 
WATER. Dutton, $5.00. 


The West Highlands coast of Scotland pro- 























vided the “ring of bright water” which be- 
came home to the author. Through his eyes 
we see it as a wildly beautiful world of 
crashing seas, driving winds and ever pres- 
ent wild life. To share this life came two 
otters, first Mijbil, then Edal. Whether they 
are sharing the author’s bath, hiding under 
the carpet or playing ball, they are utterly 
fascinating and lovable. Beautifully illus- 
trated with sketches and photographs. 
574.941 


Terres, John K. THE WONDERS I SEE. 
Lippincott, $5.00. 


The editor of AUDUBON MAGAZINE 
shares with us eight years of his journal 
observations. Arranged in the cycle of the 
seasons, these are short sketches for de- 
lightful reading. In his travels the author 
has observed and recorded such strange 
things as grackles that made other birds 
“walk the plank” and a squirrel that 
chewed on a bone. Black and white illus- 
trations by Walter Ferguson. 574 


RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY 


Luccock, Halford E. NEVER FORGET 
TO LIVE. Abingdon, $2.00. 


A brief meditation or inspirational thought 
for each day of the year. Similar in con- 
tent and format to his 365 WINDOWS. 
Excellent for either personal or group de- 
votions. 242.2 


McKelvey, Gertrude D. FINDING GOD’S 
HEALING POWER. Lippincott, $3.50. 


Spiritual healing is as old as Christianity 
itself, yet little is known about it even to- 
day. The author, wife of a Methodist min- 
ister, talked with thousands of doctors, 
psychiatrists and patients to compile this 
book. She stresses heavily the need for co- 


operation between doctor, minister, coun-- 


selor and patient. 265.82 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


*Weiser, William. THE SPACE GUIDE- 
BOOK. Coward, $4.75. 


Planets, rockets, satellites, missiles and the 


astronaut research projects clearly explained 
in question and answer form. Language is 
direct and the style readable. Complete in- 
dex and a chart showing the space probes 
of all nations. 629.4 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Cousins, Norman. IN PLACE OF FOLLY. 
Harper, $3.00. 


“Since Adam and Eve ate the apple, man 
has never refrained from any folly of which 
he was capable.” In this quotation from 
Bertrand Russell is found the title for Mr. 
Cousin’s latest book. The author is vitally 
concerned over the fact that man is to- 
day in possession of almost total power for 
self-destruction. He presents very clearly 
the inherent dangers of our present world 
situation and the facts which we must face 
and resolve if we are to survive. Should 
be read by every man, woman and young 
person in the world today because “all men 
. . . have obligations to one another that 
transcend their obligations to their sov- 
ereign societies.” 341.6 


Davis, Maxine. GET THE MOST OUT OF 
YOUR BEST YEARS. Dial, $4.00. 


As wife, mother, grandmother and working 
woman the author has learned a great deal 
about a woman’s “best years.” Some of the 
many aspects of every day successful liv- 
ing which she considers are: health and 
physical fitness, relationships with one’s 
children and grandchildren, full time jobs 
and part time activities, and many of the 
facets of widowhood and divorce. Of in- 
terest to all women. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Emit W. ALLEN, Jr. 
Assistant State Librarian, Concord 


Allen, Gertrude E. EVERYDAY ANI- 
MALS. Houghton, $3.25 (lib. ed.). 


Exquisite drawings accompany factual text 
about six common woodland creatures— 
cottontail rabbit, chipmunk, white-footed 
mouse, striped skunk, porcupine, and gray 
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squirrel. Similar in style and format to au- 
thor’s earlier EVERYDAY BIRDS. Miss 
Allen summers in Washington, N.H., so her 
observations of nature will be readily du- 
plicated by young readers of the Granite 
and Green Mountain States. 


Brenner, Barbara. BARTO TAKES THE 
SUBWAY. Photographs by Sy Katzoff. 
Knopf, $2.50 (lib. ed.). 


Realistic and appealing story of New York 
subways and how they work. Uses a Puerto 
Rican boy named Barto, who is taking his 
first underground ride, to impart a great 
deal of information to non-urban readers 
wishing to know more about this strange 
kind of train. Authentic photographs por- 
tray both the grandeur and the sordidness 
of the subway. The lad playing the role of 
Barto is irresistibly charming. 


Dobbs, Rose (Retold by). MORE ONCE- 
UPON-A-TIME STORIES. Ill. by Flavia 
Gag. Random, $2.95. 


Spurred by the great popularity of ONCE 
UPON A TIME, the author has again col- 
lected folk tales from such varied sources 
as Aesop, the Talmud, and Russia. Ideal for 
reading aloud, ten of the stories are about 
people, and an equal number concern ani- 
mals. Most of them are short enough to 
equal the attention-span of the most wrig- 
gle-prone audience. 


Fisher, Leonard Everett. PUMPERS, 
BOILERS, HOOKS AND LADDERS. 
Dial, $2.75. 


Flame-red, action-packed illustrations dom- 
inate this brief history of the development 
of fire-fighting equipment since the days of 
the bucket brigade. Drawings are quite de- 
tailed and appear to be historically ac- 
curate. The whole book vibrates with ex- 
citement and derring-do. Boys will love it 
—including this middle-aged one! 


Frankel, Bernice. HALF-AS-BIG AND 
THE TIGER. Illus. by Leonard Weis- 
gard. Watts, $2.95. 


Lively version of the old saw about the 
child (animal or human) who is too small 
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and feels left out or useless. This time the 
diminutive deer proves his worth by quick. 
thinking guile and wit—to this reviewer an 
ethical motivation preferable to the hack. 
neyed “you scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours” approach of Rudolph the Red-noseq 
Reindeer and his ilk. Author has long writ- 
ten column on children’s books in “Sq. 
urday Review.” This, her first book, is also 
strengthened by the fine illustrations. 


Garbutt, Bernard. ROGER THE ROSIN 
BACK. Hastings, $2.95. 


Just when you’ve decided horse stories are 
all alike, along comes one that does seem 
to be different. Roger leaves his home in 
Montana to be a work horse in a circus, 
Stolid, strong, dependable, he is soon pur- 
chased by the famous Flying Bamindini 
Family, and trained to trot around the 
ring while they ride and perform tricks on 
his bare back. Despite one small mistake, 
he is a success and the real mainstay of the 
Bamindini’s performance. 


Ipcar, Dahlov. DEEP SEA FARM. Knopf, 
$3. (lib. ed.). 


Imaginative approach to marine life by 
resident of a Maine salt-water farm. Mix- 
ture of fantasy and fact brings youngsters 
knowledge of such exotic plants as sea eggs, 
sea cucumbers, and sea lettuce; such strange 
fish as cowfish, sea mice, and bumblebee 
fish. Rich, strong colors convey the fairy 
wonderland apects of undersea life. Off-beat 
and delightful. 


Joslin, Sesyle. THERE IS A DRAGON IN 
MY BED. Illus. by Irene Haas. Har- 
court, $2.25. 


Amongst the plethora of foreign-phrase 
books now appearing for youngsters, this 
deserves a hearty cheer for its fresh, tongue- 
in-cheek presentation. Subtitled “and other 
useful phrases in French and English for 
young ladies and gentlemen going abroad 
or staying at home,” nearly every page con- 
tains phrases equally as absurd as the title. 
Charming line-drawings of Parisian scenes 
reinforce the chuckles evoked by the 
phrases. 




















Kraus, Robert. THE LITTLEST RAB- 
BIT. Harper, $2.19 (lib. ed.). 


Peet, Bill. HUGE HAROLD. Houghton, 
$3.75 (lib. ed.). 


Tufts, Georgia. THE RABBIT GARDEN. 
Lothrop, $2.73 (lib. ed.). 


Spring each year brings forth such a rash 
of rabbit books as nearly to equal a famous 
attribute of the rabbit himself! Here are 
three good ones from this year’s litter. The 
Kraus book deals lightly with the eternal 
question, “Won’t I ever be big?,” and 
teaches a lesson simultaneously. THE RAB- 
BIT GARDEN appeals to moppets’ imagi- 
nations in providing a legitimate outlet for 
bunnies’ lettuce and carrot eating propensi- 
ties. Best of all are the terrifying adven- 
tures of HUGE HAROLD, a Paul Bunyan 
of rabbithood. Concluding with his happy 
life as a champion trotter at country fairs, 
this whimsical verse tale will find many 
admirers. 


Kumin, Maxine W. SPRING THINGS. 
Illus. by Artur Marokvia. Putnam, $2.52 
(lib. ed.). 


The renewal of life around us forms the 
theme of this “See and Read” book. Writ- 
ten in verse, it tells of new green grass, 
mouse babies, apple blossoms, rain, damp 
brown earth, and other signs of nature 
dormant through winter. Concluding with 
the belated arrival of the hero’s birthday 
present, a new calf, spring is here a joyful 
rediscovery of our most exciting season. 
Delicate pastel illustrations. To be followed 
by similar books about the remaining three 
seasons, by the same team. 


Lexau, Joan. OLAF READS. 
Harvey Weiss. Dial, $2.75. 


Three short stories based on_ perfectly 
logical errors made by Olaf, who is just 
beginning to read. In the first Olaf mails 
his mother’s letter in a big steel basket that 
says “Put litter here.” In the second ad- 
venture he takes quite literally the injunc- 
tion “Pull” on the school fire alarm. The 
last episode occurs in the library, and in- 
cludes a moment of confusion concerning 


Illus. by 


a sign that says “Quiet,” “Quite,” or 
“Quit?” Contains genuine adult-type jokes 
that, on the basis of a limited sampling, 
get through very well with the small fry. 


Lubell, Winifred & Cecil. UP A TREE. 
Rand, $2.75. 


We all know of cats who get stuck high in 
trees and appear unable to get back down 
again. Kira, a Siamese, does just this when 
chased by a neighbor’s dog. Everyone in the 
family tries to coax her downward, unsuc- 
cessfully. Dad climbs a ladder but it does 
not reach Kira, who retreats higher into 
the branches. All go to bed worrying about 
her, and all have different dreams about 
how to rescue her. The final solution comes 
as a surprise. Story much enjoyed by a 
family who just went through the same 
experience. 


Thayer, Jane. THE BLUEBERRY PIE 
ELF. Illus. by Seymour Fleishman. Mor- 
row, $2.75. 


There’s nothing Elmer the Elf likes better 
than fresh blueberry pie. Invisible to the 
family whose home he inhabits, he has won- 
derful midnight snacks when they’ve had 
blueberry pie for supper. This fine repast 
is followed by apple and cherry pies, much 
to Elmer’s disappointment. The problem is 
how to tell them he wants blueberry pie? 
A clever solution is forthcoming and soon 
Elmer is wallowing in gooey blueberry pie 
filling. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN 
Extension Librarian, Exeter Branch 
N.H. State Library 


Allstrom, Elizabeth. SONGS ALONG THE 
WAY. Abingdon, $2.50. 


Thoughtful interpretations of familiar 
Psalms which give a fine understanding of 
the spiritual meaning of these old songs. 
Expressive woodcuts by Mel Silverman. 
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Beatty, Hetty Burlingame. BLITZ. Illus. 
by Joshua Tolford. Houghton, $2.75. 


Blitz was a fire horse, fast and smart. In- 
jured in an accident, he was sold and spent 
several years under a cruel master. Saved 
by the kindness of a boy, he later helps 
save the life of a child. An above average 
horse story. 


Bleeker, Sonia. THE MAYA; INDIANS 
OF CENTRAL AMERICA. Morrow, 
$2.75. 


A new title in the author’s fine series on 
Indian life describes in interesting detail 
the ancient Mayan civilization and its cul- 


ture. Skillfully illustrated by Kisa N. 
Sasaki. 
Buehr, Walter. THE STORY OF THE 


WHEEL. Putnam, $2.75. 


The development of the wheel, its ultimate 
importance and many uses in the modern 
world, cleverly portrayed in brief text and 
sketches tracing early methods of work, 
and the steady advancement as the wheel 
developed new techniques. For the younger 
reader. 


Caldwell, John C. and Elsie F. OUR 
NEIGHBORS IN KOREA. John Day, 
$2.19. 


Simple text describes the history of Korea 
and acquaints the young reader with 
everyday life in this country which is of 
such importance in today’s world. Timely 
information and well chosen illustrations. 


Disraeli, Robert. NEW WORLDS 
THROUGH THE MICROSCOPE. Vik- 
ing, $4.00. 


Excellent photographs and descriptive text 
will promote interest of young scientists in 
the amazing details of the natural world as 
seen under the microscope. 


Godden, Rumer. MISS HAPPINESS AND 
MISS FLOWER. Illus. by Jean Primose. 
Viking, $3.00. 


A charming story of two Japanese dolls 





sent to two little girls in England, and the 
miniature Japanese home planned in de. 
tail by Nona Fell, a lonesome child te. 
cently arrived from India who found 
friends in the lovely dolls. Cousin Tom 
carefully constructed the house and the 
Japanese ladies happily settled down in 
their new home. Interesting details ex. 
plained in notes, and illustrations which 
carry out the spirit of the story. 


Govan, Christine. WILLOW LANDING. 
World, $2.95. 


Life in this little Mississippi town came 
alive when the Show Boat steamed into 
sight for its annual visit to Willow Land- 
ing. At other times Nelly keeps her family 
in a turmoil with the problems of her many 
cats. Her search for a “frizzily chicken” 
which she finally “borrows” is quite an 
adventure, and it all adds up to a heart- 
warming story of the colorful showboat 
days. 


Neurath, Marie. 
Lothrop, $2.00. 


MAN-MADE MOONS. 


Detailed illustrations and brief clear text 
combine to make this an important book 
for very young scientists interested in space, 
rockets, and man-made moons. Use of color 
accentuates illustrations. 


Pettit, Ted S. ANIMAL SIGNS AND 
SIGNALS. Illus. by G. Don Ray. Dou- 
bleday, $2.95. 


How to interpret and identify tracks, songs, 
sounds, homes and other signs and signals 
of the animal world. Interesting text and 
fine illustrations, many in color, describe 
activities of more than 100 birds, animals, 
fish and reptiles. 


Price, Olive. THE PHANTOM REIN- 
DEER. Coward-McCann, $2.75. 


An exciting adventure in which two boys 
and a reindeer go to war in Finnish Lap- 
land. An albino reindeer, a “phantom” 
against the snowy landscape, is assigned to 
a Reindeer Corps, and his young master, 
Matti, and friend Kemi stow away in the 
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sleigh when it leaves home. Discovered too 
late to turn back, they are allowed to take 
part in Viking’s activities against the en- 
emy. High interest level would appeal to 
reluctant readers. 


Tee-Van, Helen Damrosch. THE TREES 
AROUND US. Dial, $2.50. 


An excellent introduction to tree identifi- 
cation, with simple text, and fine illustra- 
tions giving comparative information on 
different types of trees, and their stories. 
Identifying information includes leaves, 
bark, cones, flowers, needles, seedlings and 
nuts, all clearly outlined to show seasonal 
changes in familiar trees. Adapted for easy 
reading but information and _ illustrations 
would be of general interest. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Witiiam S. Hopkins 
Extension Librarian, Concord, N.H. 


Armstrong, Richard. SHIP AFIRE. John 
Day, $3.50. 


The North Atlantic in 1940 is the setting 
for a courageous and heroic crew’s fight 
to bring their oil tanker into port. After 
a close brush with a German U-boat, they 
are attacked by a German pocket battle- 
ship and abandon what appears to be a 
burning, sinking ship. After drifting for 
several days, the survivors again come 
upon the still floating remains of the Cape 
Wrath. The closing chapters trace their 
remarkable ingenuity in bringing the char- 
red hulk into port. Well-written adventure 
story for boys 12 and over. 


Armstrong, Warren. SEA PHANTOMS. 
John Day, $3.50. 


A ghost ship that floats through the air, a 
jinxed German U-boat, a doomed immi- 
grant vessel, missing lighthouse keepers, 
and the strange apparition that appears to 
sailors on watch; these and other true, 
weird sea occurrences gathered from around 
the world, set down in vivid and thrilling 


style, form a collection sure to interest 
boys and girls alike. 


Asimov, Isaac. WORDS FROM THE 
MYTHS. Houghton, $3.00. 
Informative and interesting explanations 


showing how Greek words, including names 
of gods and heroes, have become a part of 
the English language. Derivations are noted 
and the relationship of words becomes 
readily apparent, making more lucid the 
meanings of English words. Should be in- 
valuable for high school students studying 
English and foreign languages. Special fea- 
tures are a mythological index and a gen- 
eral index. 


Beyer, Audrey White. THE SAPPHIRE 
PENDANT. Knopf, $2.95. 


Sixteen-year old Elizabeth Montgomery be- 
comes involved, because of her wilfullness, 
in mysterious and dangerous intrigue dur- 
ing the Napoleonic Wars. She discovers 
some surprising things about her guardian, 
Pierre Rochambaud. A well-plotted story 
that moves rapidly to a suspenseful climax 
and romantic conclusion. 


Butler, Beverly. THE SILVER KEY. 
Dodd, Mead. $3.00. 


Alwyn, eldest daughter of a Welsh fam- 
ily settling in Wisconsin, was jolted re- 
luctantly from her shyness by the charms 
of Jess, her step-mother’s brother. Im- 
mediately she became involved in the mys- 
terious past of Jess and in the conflict be- 
tween him and the evil Mr. Haines, who 
seemed to know all about it. Good family 
relationships with a thread of mystery in 
this tale of pre-Civil War days. 


Case, Elinor. YANKEE TRAITOR, RE- 
BEL SPY. Westminster, $2.95. 


Should a Union soldier reveal the name of 
a rebel spy when the spy turns out to be 
his own cousin? Private Charlie Castle is 
confronted with this decision when he aids 
in the capture of Dale Henry with whom 
he is very close. This exciting story centers 
around the Atlanta Campaign, and, except 
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for two characters, is based on actual facts. 
Will help meet current demand for Civil 
War material. 


Cavanna, Betty. A TOUCH OF MAGIC. 
Westminster, $2.95. 


Philadelphia in the days of the Revolution 
is a city of contrasts. Hannah, a Quaker 
girl, and the Shippen girls of the landed 
gentry, are affected quite differently by the 
events of those years. Almost an eye-wit- 
ness account of the misfortunes of the 
Shippen family (Peggy became the wife of 
Benedict Arnold) and the adventure and 
happiness which comes to Hannah. 


Falls, C. B. THE FIRST 3000 YEARS. 
Viking, $6.00. 


Subtitled, Ancient Civilizations of the 
Tigris, Euphrates and Nile River Valleys 
and the Mediterranean Sea and written by 
a well-known illustrator, author of THE 
ABC BOOK. Contains an atlas section of 
ten maps in color, generous index, reading 
list and is profusely illustrated in black and 
white. Should prove valuable to teen-agers 
as background to the study of modern his- 
tory. 


Fermi, Laura and Bernardini, Gilberto. 
GALILEO AND THE SCIENTIFIC 
REVOLUTION. Basic Books, $3.50. 


The life of the father of modern science, 
written by the widow of Enrico Fermi, 
famous physicist, and the president of the 
Italian Institute for Nuclear Physics. The 
16th century Italian, Galileo Galilei, broke 
with the tradition of merely observing and 
reading about science and invented the ex- 
perimental method to form a compromise 
between human imagination and physical 
reality. Illustrations and index. Recom- 
mended for senior high school. 


Grey, Elizabeth. FRIEND WITHIN THE 
GATES. Houghton, $3.00. 


A strong sense of devotion to duty made 
Edith Cavell not only a remarkable nurse 
but also an outstanding heroine of World 
War I. Simple, unsensational narration con- 


tributes to the impact of this rare woman’s 
life story. 


Hoyt, Edwin P. LOST STATESMEN. 
Reilly & Lee, $3.50. 


Author of the recent book, JUMBOS AND 
JACKASSES, presents short biographies of 
ten of America’s near-great men. Despite 
their vision and outstanding qualities, fate 
would not have them hold the highest of- 
fice. Starting with Alexander Hamilton, the 
book includes such men as Henry Clay and 
William Jennings Bryan, concludes with 
Robert Alphonso Taft. Of special interest 
to New Englanders is the section on Daniel] 
Webster. 


Jackson, C. Paul. BULLPEN BARGAIN, 
Hastings House, $2.95. 


Story of rookie pitcher’s rise to fame in — 
the big leagues, climaxing in his winning a — 
crucial victory for his team in the World 
Series. Much of the book is devoted to 
play by play accounts of the exciting games | 
and a near scandal adds realism to a very — 
convincing story. Should prove popular 
with boys in the current baseball season. ~ 


Johnson, Annabel and Edgar. THE BEAR- — 
CAT. Harper, $2.95. 


Jeff failed the 8th grade, but goaded by 
his teacher, accepted his responsibility t 
himself, his family and his community. The™ 
pioneering days of labor unions form the™ 
background of the story. Jeff plays an im-7 
portant role in improving conditions at the™ 
Bearcat, a Montana mine. Good family re- 
lationships and excellent values are woven 
into this swift-paced action-packed story. 7 


Stoutenburg, Adrian. THE BLUE-EYED) 
CONVERTIBLE. Westminster, $2.95. = 


Eliot Fisher’s plans for studying veterinary) 
medicine take a tail-spin when he sets outy 
to impress Bonnie Chatterton. From that 
time on, everything goes wrong. A story 
that points up, on the teen level and if 
their lingo, the folly of trying to impress} 
girls with a show of wealth. 











